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Figure XXX. Schema ct caracterisation des Env HERV-W chimercs. 

DIAGRAM AND CHARACTERISATION Of CHIMERIC Env HERV-W 

SP.-.SIGNAL SEQUENCE 
RBD ... RECEPTOR BINDING DOMAIN 
PRR...PR0TEINE-RICH REGION 
C. . . CARBOXY-TE RMINAL 
TM... TRANSMEMBRANE SUBMIT 
SU... SURFACE SUBMIT 
im... TRANSMEMBRANE ANCHORING DOMAIN 
Cyl...CYTOPLASM1C PART 
AA... CONSTRUCT 



(57) Abstract: The invention concerns a method 
for detecting the expression of an envelope protein 
or polypeptide of a human endogenous retrovirus, 
characterised in that the protein or polypeptide has a 
polypeptide sequence comprising the sequence SEQ 
ID NO: 1 or a fragment of SEQ ID NO: 1 or a sequence 
having, for every sequence of 20 amino acids, at 
least 90 % identity with the SEQ ID NO: 1 or with a 
fragment of SEQ ID NO: 1, and the method consists 
in detecting the fusogenic power of said protein or said 
fragment in the cells of a cell tissue or cell culture, by 
demonstrating the formation of syncytia. A gene or a 
nucleic acid or a fragment thereof is used for preparing 
a therapeutic or prophylactic composition, in particular 
for treating cancers and for preventing deficiency in 
placental development. 

(57) Abrege: Le precede de detection de I'expression 
d'une prote'ine ou d'un polypeptide d'enveloppe d'un 
retrovirus endogene humain, est caracterise en ce que 
la proline ou le polypeptide presente une sequence po- 
lypeptidique qui comprend la sequence SEQ ID NO: 1 
ou un fragment de SEQ ID NO: 1 ou une sequence pre- 
sentant, pour toute suite de 20 acides amines, au moms 
90% d'identite- avec la sequence SEQ ID NO: 1 ou avec 
un fragment de SEQ ID NO: 1 , et en ce qu'on detecte le 
pouvoir 
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